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KLIPTOWN DECLARATION 
 
 

We, the Southern Africa Development Community (SADC) Youth Union Steering 
Committee, have met in Kliptown, Soweto, South Africa from 14-16 August 2008; 
 
On the sidelines of the SADC Summit currently underway in Sandton, South 
Africa; 
 
In pursuance of the resolutions that we passed in Cape Town, Victoria Falls, 
Maseru, Swakopmund and Tshwane; 
 
We do hereby: 
 
 
1.0 Regional Integration in SADC 
 
1.1 Applaud the launching of the SADC Free Trade Area and recognize that it 

is a major milestone in the process of integration of the economies of the 
SADC region, and it will provide more economic opportunities for young 
people in the region; 

 
1.2 Call for unity, cohesion and common understanding amongst all Member 

States in SADC; 
 
1.3 Welcome the re-entry of Seychelles into SADC, and further into the SADC 

Youth Union Steering Committee; 
 
1.4 Note that the FIFA World Cup hosted by South Africa in 2010 presents 

numerous business opportunities and urge all stakeholders to ensure that 
young people benefit from the event; 

 
 
2.0 Socio-economic development 
 
2.1 Note that realizing economic equity is a preliminary requirement for 

participatory development to occur in SADC; 
 
2.2 Support the realization of the objectives of NEPAD; 
 
2.3 Encourage the establishment of schemes to fund youth entrepreneurship 

projects and activities, as well as initiatives to promote the establishment 
of cooperatives and joint venture businesses by youth; 

 
2.4 Urge development programmes to consider gender balance to ensure 

equal participation of young men and women; 



 2 

 
2.5 Call for a balance to be struck between educational opportunities and 

employment creation for youth; 
 
2.6 Resolve to advocate governments in SADC to develop comprehensive 

youth employment policies; 
 
2.7 Call upon governments to ensure that young people are included in 

delegations to trade missions; 
 
 
3.0 Dialogue amongst youth 
 
3.1 Encourage exchange programmes between national youth platforms in 

SADC, in view of the need for integration and common understanding 
amongst peoples in the region; 

 
3.2 View dialogue as the key to extinguishing incidences of xenophobia, 

misunderstandings and conflict amongst communities in SADC; 
 
3.3 In realization of the ideals of the African Youth Charter, laud initiatives 

which seek to build unity amongst the African youth; 
 
3.4 Highlight the need for focus on topics such as African Democracy, 

Patriotism, Citizenship and Moral Regeneration; 
 
 
 
4.0 Xenophobia 
 
4.1 Recognize that xenophobia is not an African phenomenon as our cultures 

and traditions have always welcomed foreigners in our communities; 
 
4.2 Urge governments to develop programmes that develop a common 

understanding amongst our people that they are, first and foremost, 
African; 

 
4.3 Encourage civic education programmes which build peace in the region; 
 
 
5.0 Youth Leadership 
 
5.1 Urge national youth councils and governments to organize youth 

leadership development programmes to enhance the capabilities of young 
people; 
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5.2 Advocate for the professionalisation of youth work in SADC. Youth work 
should be viewed as a profession in its own right; 

 
 
6.0 Resources for youth programmes 
 
6.1 Encourage SADC member states to budget for participation and support in 

initiatives to support the SADC Youth Union; 
  
6.2 Call upon the SADC Secretariat to establish a desk for youth affairs; 
 
6.3 Further call upon the private sector to support youth development 

programmes in the region; 
 
 
7.0 Youth and Democracy 
 
7.1 Call for SADC and the AU to include youth, from recognized structures, as 

part of election observer missions; 
 
7.2 Encourage governments to ensure that at least one of the representatives 

in the Pan-African Parliament is a youth; 
 
7.3 Further encourage governments to include youths in their delegations to 

international summits such as the UN General Assembly; 
 
 
8.0 Launching of the SADC Youth Union 
 
8.1 Resolve to write to the SADC Chair, South Africa, to call for the convening 

of a meeting of ministers responsible for youth in SADC, to consider the 
resolutions of the Steering Committee and establish the SADC Youth 
Union; 

 
8.2 Resolve to establish a database on youth development organizations in 

the region; 
 
8.3 Resolve to initiate ‘SADC Youth Awards’ which will recognize outstanding 

national youth councils, youth ministries and grassroots organizations; 
 
8.4 Encourage Steering Committee members to engage their ministries 

responsible for youth to obtain their support for the launching of the SADC 
Youth Union; 

 
8.5 Desire that the SADC Youth Union be launched by the end of 2009. 
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8.6 Take note of Namibia’s willingness to host the Southern African Youth 
festival in 2009. 

 
8.7 Endorse the proposal by Lesotho to host  the secretariat SADC Youth 

Union Steering committee and its functions  
 
 
9.0 Pan-African Youth Union 
 
9.1 Noted the outcome of the Pan-African Youth Union (PYU) congress held 

in July 2008; 
 
9.2 Acknowledge the contributions of Namibia, which hosted the 2003 PYU 

congress that yielded a new era for the PYU, resulting in its transformation 
into an entity that spearheads youth development in the African continent 
under the aegis of the African Union; 

 
9.3 Congratulate Namibia, South Africa and Zimbabwe on successful 

completion of their terms in the PYU secretariat and executive committee 
from 2003 to 2008; 

 
9.4 Further congratulate Nigeria on its election as PYU president, South Africa 

as vice-president, Angola as secretary general and Zimbabwe as deputy 
secretary general at the recent PYU congress; 

 
9.5 Commit ourselves to work with the aforementioned in executing their 

duties as officers of the PYU; 
 
9.6 Urge PYU member countries to pay their membership dues timorously; 
 
9.7 Encourage SADC Youth Union members to host PYU activities such as 

executive committee meetings; 
 
9.8 Advocate for gender parity in all PYU structures and activities and to 

uphold the African Youth Charter definition of youth for participation in 
PYU structures and activities; 

 
9.9 Encourage Southern Africa youth in the Diaspora to form associations that 

will ultimately participate in the PYU; 
 
9.10 Resolve to contribute towards a debate to clarify a proper definition of the 

‘Diaspora’ that is acceptable to all; 
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10.0 African Youth Charter 
 
10.1 Resolve to adopt a reporting mechanism for SADC member states to 

provide constant reports on progress regarding Popularisation, Ratification 
and Implementation of the African Youth Charter; 

 
10.2 Encourage countries to develop national action plans for Popularisation, 

Ratification and Implementation of the African Youth Charter; 
 
10.3 Acknowledge the work undertaken by member states towards the 

ratification of the African Youth Charter, and are inspired by Angola, 
Mozambique and Namibia who have been the first in the region to ratify 
the Charter; 

 
10.4 Resolve to advocate for the ratification of the African Youth Charter by 

SADC member states; and 
 
10.5 Further resolve to engage the African Union Commission to support the 

work of the SADC Youth Union with regard to the Popularisation, 
Ratification and Implementation of the African Youth Charter. 


